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Bosun

Bosun, also known as a Petty Officer or a qualified member of the deck department, is the senior most
rate of the deck department and is responsible for the components of a ship's hull. The boatswain
supervises the other members of the ship's deck department, and typically is not a watchstander, except
on vessels with small crews. The bosun is distinguished from other able seamen by the supervisory roles:
planning, scheduling, and assigning work.

As deck crew foreman, the boatswain plans the day's work and assigns tasks to the deck crew. As work is
completed, the boatswain checks on completed work for compliance with approved operating
procedures.

Outside the supervisory role, the boatswain regularly inspects the vessel and performs a variety of
routine, skilled, and semi-skilled duties to maintain all areas of the ship not maintained by the
engineering department. These duties can include cleaning, painting, and maintaining the vessel's hull,
superstructure and deck equipment as well as executing a formal preventive maintenance program.[5] A
boatswain's skills may include cargo rigging, winch operations, deck maintenance, working aloft, and
other duties required during deck operations. The boatswain is well versed in the care and handling of
lines, and has knowledge of knots, hitches, bends, whipping, and splices as needed to perform tasks such
as mooring a vessel. The boatswain typically operates the ship's windlasses when letting go and heaving
up anchors. Moreover, a boatswain may be called upon to lead firefighting efforts or other emergency
procedures encountered on board. Effective boatswains are able to integrate their seafarer skills into
supervising and communicating with members of deck crew with often diverse backgrounds

Duties

Plans the day's work and assigns tasks to the deck crew.
Responsible for the maintenance of the ship systems and craft.
Repairs Ship systems, including all weapons and craft.
Lead damage control efforts or other emergency procedures encountered on board.

OOC Notes

Bullroarer created this article on 2017/11/08 19:44.
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